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To Sr. STaxnisn HansrTonce Baronet, One of 
the Barons of Their MAJE TILES Court of ' 
Exchequer, in /RELAND. 


SFR, 


Believe all that know my Obligations to You, for Your 
[| Kindneſs, and Bounty even from my Child-hood, will 

eaſily allow, that 1 ought not to deny any juſt Requeſt of 
Yours : and the manner of. Tour Deſiring that ihis Sermon 
whould be Printed, with Reſpect to the Occaſion of it, the 
circumſtances of the Time, and Place at which, and the Per- 
ſons before whom You were pleas'd to make it Tour Requeſt, 
are yet further Avguments to perſuade 'em, that I could not 
refuſe it, . without the oreateſk. rudeneſs, and ingrati- 
tude.\.' ,. 214 WA TRA) 1460 ' 

This is ll the Apology, that 1 need make for troubling the 
Preſs aſecond time, and thus' mich ( fince-it is both a juſt 
and true one ) 1 ought to make, together with this ſolemn pro- 
reflation,(which#@as true)that neither the vanity of appearing - 
11 Prins; nor-any-E'xtradrdinary opinion of my performances 
in this kind, "Was the Indlitement ; Nothing in the World, but 
this one; Conſdeyation, that 1 ought to deny Tou nothing. As 
to the Sermonit ſelf , I have no Advertiſement to give concern- 
ing it but this, that a particular friend of mine, whoſe Tuds 
ment,and ſincerity, 1 have avery great value for: was pleas'd * 
to tell me, that he believ'd, the Diſſenters from the Church, 
would look upon themſelves, as ill ns'd by me, for that 1 had 
Tax'd their Party with Antimonarchical Principles ; and De- - 
ſions, but when I had given him: the folowing anſwer, he was 


fatisfid,", 
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ſatisfi d, and that was this, that the reaſons of that accuſati- 
on were urg d, in terms of ſufficient reſtriction, to thoſe only, 
whoſe turbulent and ſeditious carriage , was Remarkable un« 
der every Government, who both by their Writings and Prafti- 
ces, declard themſelves Enemies bath to our Civil and Eccle- 
feaſtical ſettlement,” and that therefore 1 hop'd, thaſe whoſe 
moderation ,and love of Peace, had ſuſficiently diſtingnis}d 

*em from' theſe Men, would by no means look npon themſelves 
as.concern'd in any thing "that 1 had ſaid. 

And Sir, if Tou had\been pleas'd, to have interpos'd Tour 
Advice m this matter,or any other thing relating to what 1 here 
preſent Tou with, Tow may aſſure Tour ſelf,, that 4 Should have 
faid as much. deferente to Tour Tuthyment, as'Y have” re- 
Fpeft, and honour for Tour Perſon.” CL 
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Mart. XVIE. ver, XVII, XVIII. 


But if be neglef to hear the Church, Let him be to Thee as au 
Heathen Man, and a Publicay. 

Perily I ſay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall 
be bonnd in Heaven : and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth 
ſhall be looſed in Heaven. 


WRAY HE Attempts that have been Made by the 
; 322 Enemies of this Church, ro ſhake the 
RR Ex&$ Foundations of her Poace, to diſturb her 
h hy: big! Order, and break her Unity ; that Peace, 
£2 Order, and Unity, which are the Bleſſed 
FRA AS cles, of the Old primitive Apoſtollick 
6 2" Government, and Diſcipline, which ſhe 
has ſo wiſely, and happily Preſerv'd; theſe bold and un- 
weari'd Attempts, I ſay, make it Neceſſary for us, who are 
her Sons, upon all juſt, and fair occaſions, to aſſert her grear 
Charter, that Chriſt has given her, to vindicatz the Power, 
and Authority of our ſpirnual Paſtors, and cſpecially ar 
ſuch atime as this, when a Reverend Perſon is to be raken 
into the Conſortium Epiſcopaths ( as St. Cyprian call's it ) to 
put the People in mind of the Duty they owe 'cm, and that 
by vertue of an expreſs Divine precept, as they tcnder the 
Peace of the Church, the welfare of their Souls; and the 
continuance of thoſe ſpiritual Bleſſings, which are the inſe- 
parable conſequents of the Truc, and Genuine Ordinances 
of God : from which Ordinances, and trom all Communion, 


and Fellowſhip with the Faithful, they are to be Excluded 
A 2 and 
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and look'd upon as Heathens and Publicans,that is,deſperate 
and profligate Perſons, who refuſe to hear the Chureh, ; and: 
whatſoever cenſures ſhall be Infflifted on fuch, tor their 
Contumacy, by thoſe who are lawfully Impowr'd to do it, 
our Saviour here Declares, that He will Ratify, and Confirm 
'em in Heaven. FO 

I know very well that ſome celebrated Commentators up- 
on this place, who are no great Friends ro Church Power, 
will have this Declaration of our Saviours, to refer to the 
Confiſtorial Power among the Jews, of Deciding Quarels,and 
Controverſies between. private Perſons; and that che Power 


of the Keys was nothere thought of by him: and they are - 


very well pleaſed ro find, that ſome of the Antient Fathers, 


particularly St. Ehryſe/tom, and St. Auſtin, ſeem to favour this 


Interpretation, when they ſay, that the Binding and Looſing 
here mentioned, belongs to the Perſon offended, and that 
whatſoever he do's in that matter, God will juſtifie. But 


this undoubtedly, isa very forc'd, and unnatural Expoſition, . 


and muſt needs come very ſhort of our Saviours meaning. 
For I. There is no reaſon aſlign'd,or ſo mnch as pretended 
' for this Interpretation, but barely the occaſion of this Paſſage, 
which( it is true ) was the matter of forgiving injuries, and 
the method of Reconciling diſagreeing Perſons. Bur may 


not we very Well imagin that our Saviour, taking occaſion 


rom hence to. mention the Church, that is, the Governours 
of it, whoſe Duty, and Care it ſhould be, to promote thar 
Peace, and brotherly love, which is the True badge, and 
cognizance of Chriſts Diſciples, ſhould proceed to Declare 
the Power and Authority which he.thought fit- tro conter 
upon *em for this pupoſe 2. together withthe Penalty proper 
to be inflicted on ſuch,. as ſhould refuſe ro ſubmir ro their 
Deciſion, how far he reſolv'd to intreſt himſelf, in Vindicati- 
on.of this Power, .and that their decrees ſhould be Confirmed 
in.his Hcavenly Kingdom 2. and what is all this, . but a very 
jyNand natural Tranſition? bs 
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II. If the party offended, or treſpaſs'd againſt, be the 
Perſon ſuppoſed to have the Power of Binding and Looieing 
here, our Saviours Diſcourſe will appear very looſe, and in- 
coherent ; for then the ſenſe will be this: If thy Brother 
treſpaſs againſt thee, Expoſtulate with him privatly ; if here- 
fuſes to hear thee, do it before Witneſſes; if he regard nor 
them, make the matter known to thoſe who have Authority 
over him, but if he refuſeto hear them, then, whatſoever, 
not they, but thow, even thou the agpriev'd party, ſhalt De- 
termine concerning him, whether to his prejudice. or in his 
favour,that I will Ratify, and Gonfirmin Heaven. How much 
more proper, and reaſonable is it [or Authority to determine 
the Penalty, and the Terms of Reconciliation, as well as the 
Iflue of the Controverſic 2 and how much more agreeable to 
the Wiſdom, and Majeſty of God, to ratify the determinati- 
ons of thoſe, whom he had intruſted with the Power 'of Go- 
verning, rather than thoſe of any private Perſon warfoever 2 

III. This - interpretation is manifeſtly againſt Grammar, 
for the party treſpaſs'd againſt, is ſpoken of all a long inthe 
ſingular Number. If thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, if 
he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gain'd thy Brother; but if he will 
not hear thee, then {7+ in the ſingular number, thar is, 


| rell it thou to the Church, but when the matter of Binding 


and Looſing comes to be mentioned, then he ſpeaks in the 
plural number, not whatſoever thou ſhalt Bind, but whatſoever 
ye ſhallbind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, and whatſoe- 
ver ye ſhall looſe en Earth, ſhall be loos d in Heaven. 

IV. The Parallel places of the Goſpel, wherein the pow: 
er of the Key's is acknowledg'd to be underood, (which are 
but rwo more beſides this, Hat. 16, 19. & Foh. 20. 23. )the 
ſame phraſe ot Speech, together with the ſame promiſe, of 
confirming that in Heaven, which ſhall be decrecd by them 
on Earth, is expreſſly made uſe of, firſt ro $7. Peter, at his 
famous Declaration of his Faith, and afterwards to all the 
Apollles togerber, at the time: when he Breath'd the Holy 

| Ghoſt 
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Ghoſt upon *em; a thing never ſo much as mention'd, to be- 
long to any private Perſon whatſoever, chough never ſo-Ex- 
traordinarily pitted, or qualified, ior ever undcrſiood by any 
ancient Wrirer, to be meant of any other Power, than that, 
which was committed to the Apoſtles, and to be derived 
from them to their Succeſſors, for the Government of the 
- Church. From all which ic is very Plain, that ſomeExtraor- 
dinary Power, is by theſe Words of our Saviour. Declar'd, 
and Conferr'd. I call it extraordinary, and more than of 
common Importance; becauſe He expreſſes ſuch a concern 
for it, and the juſt exerciſe of it, that He Promiſes to Vouch, 
and Stand by it, in the great Court of Heaven, from whence 
there ſhall be no appeal. Ic is likewiſe as plain, that this 
Power is not veſted in the offended party, but inthe Church ; 
and that not the Church diffufive, to whom the cxerciſe of 
Authority, and Juriſdiftion cannot properly belong ; but in 
the Church Repreſentative, that is, the ReſpeCtive Gover- 
nours, of this great Body Politick, to whom the Right, and 
Exerciſe of that Spiritual Dominion, is committed, which is 
neccſiary for its Being, and Preſervation 2 | 

This being premis'd, as the undoubred ſenſe, and import 
of our Saviours Words,/ the method in which I intend to 
procecd, ſhall be this. x; 8 | 

1ſt. T-ſhall inquire into the nature,and extent of this Pow- 
cr of Binding, and [oofing, and ſhew, that to ſubmit to this 
Power, is that which is here meant, by hearing the Church. 

2d. [ſhall from-hence enquire, and ſoondiſcover, whothoſe 
arc that neglect to hear the Church, together with the 
Penalty that they are here declar'd to incurr. | 

3dly and laſtly, I ſhall conſider, the fatal Miſchiet's,that 
have been, and ſtill are the certain, and unnoubted Conlſe- 
quences, of not hearing the Church. 

Firſt, as to the Nature and Excent of this Power, the Per- 
ſons to be Inveſted with it, and that a due ſubmiſſion to their 
Authority, is that which is here meant, by + = 

urch: 


+4 
Church : we are to take notice, That the State, and Defion - 
of the-Chriſljan Religion requires us to conſtter God under 
a twofold Regard, not only as He is a Governoxr, bur as He 
is a Covenanter, I fayas He is a Covenanter; for though the 
right of Infinite and Ecernal Dominion, muſt undoubtedly 
belong to Eternal and Infinite Power, and are Terms in their 
very notion, inſeparable; yet ſuch is the Mercy,and Gooneſs 
of God,: that He will ſeem to Deſcend from his Greatneſs, 
by endeavouring to Endear Himſelf to us, fo, as that our 
Hearts may be aficfted, with Love, and Kindneſs towards 
His milder, Attributes,o! Goodneſs, and Mercy; and rot alto 
gether with Terror and Dread of His Infinite Power, Juſtice, 
and Greatneſs.To this end I ſay,He is contented ro put Him- 
{elt (as it were) upon equal Terms with us,to Enter intoCon 
ditions of Stipulation and Contratt with His poor creatures, 
ro bind Himſelt by Promiſes, and thoſe Solemn and Sacred, 
Ones too, to Reward us Ineſtimably, for performance of 
thoſe Durics, to. which He had all the right in the World to 
Cemmand,and Compell us; and becauſe He knows the Weak- 
neſs ot our Natures, and our proneſs to Tranſgreſs, He do's 
by the terms of this Covenant, Propoſe to us,a method, of 
reconciling. our ſelves to His Favour again, by Repentance, 
and Amendment, and by the Participation of ſome external 
Federal Rites; which He has apppointed, as viſib!e Signes of 
our, Fellowſhip,and Communion with the Reſt of His Fami- 
ly.. And as we are to give our conſ)ant, and perſonal atter- 
dance'to the outward performance, of our part of theſe Du- 
ties, as- well as ro:approach;'cm with all the inward upright- 
-naſs, and:ſincerity of Heart, which fo Great and Important 
;@Beſinefsrequires, and the AlNſecing:Majefly of Heaven Ex- 
QAsy ſo He has taken Care (being Inviſible Himſelf » to 
have His part of the Covenant, tranſafted, by .Perſons ap- 
pointed 4or-that purpoſe, who-are to offer it to us, and to ox- 
i8&:the acceprance of .jt as we tender the Bleflings that are 
;annex'd to it, and as we Dread the conſequences, thatmuſt 


(8) | 

needs follovy our Diſregard, or Want of the Holy Ordinances 
of God. Theſe are the Rewards and Puniſhments of Chriſts 
Spiricual Kingdom : and in the due, and equal diſtribution of 
them, conſiſts that Povver of Binding, and Loofing, vvhich 
He has committed to His Church, and vvhich is to Continue 
vvith it, to the End of the World. Bur if the Povver of di- 
ſtributing Revvards, and Puniſhments,be the Higheſt viſible 
Povver ofevery Body Politick ;then vvho thoſe are, to vvhom 
this is committed, Who thoſe are vvho are Intruſted, and 
appointed for the Ourvvard TranfaQtion of this Covenant on 
God's Part, Whoſe Atts,and Decds, He has Oblig'd Himſelf 
by vertue of this Covenant to Ratify, and no other, will ſoon 
appear, which was the next thing to be Inquir'd into. _ 

And Who ſhould thoſe be, but the Governours of the Church? 
Who ſpeak to us the Word of God, and who Watch for our 
Souls, who are mark'cout to us in Scripture under certain 
Titles,and Charaters,that denore both the Digniry,andDury | 
of their High and Important Calling,ſuch as Leaders,Guedes, \ 
Overſecers, Stewards, Governours, Elders, and ſeveral others, 
vvhich che Greck Tongue affords, in great Emphaſis, and va- 
ricty. It is true indeed, We have not the exaCt and particu- 
lar Form of Church Government, in-all its Parts, and Cir- 
cumſtances, ſer dovvn, and Commanded in'Scriprure; nor 
an exact Digeſt, of all thoſe Canons, and Coftirations;. which 
ſhould be from time to'time Neceffury for the Government 
of the Church; nor indeed can/it inreaſon be Expected, thar 
they ſhould be there ſer. dovvn, if we conſider that the Goff 
pels and the Aﬀs of the Apoſtles,are briet Hiſtorical Narratives, 
of the: Lite of ouc Saviour, and the: firſt Prumulgation of the 
Chriſtian Faith, and the Epiſtles are moſt. ofi:theri Wricten 
to ſeveral Churches,after they had been Planted; and Settled, : 
fromthe ſcope 'and general Deſign, of all which, as Well as 
trom ſome particular exprets places,- where there js Juſt ' o+- 
caſtor! for if, - may be very 'eaſtly yacher'd,: rhgiwa Form -6f 
Church Government; and:thar:tht very :ſame which we'''ar 
this Day enjoy, was really Appointed, and Ellabliſh'd even 
in the Apoltles time. | For 
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For where thereis occaſion of mentioning thoſe Superiour Of- 
ficers, to whom a more than ordinary Superintendency was 
thought fit to be commitred, the Scripture is far from bcing ſilenc 
in this Marter : aSin the caſe of Dangerous Schiſms, or where ſome 
Enormous crimes were to be prevented, or Punif#d, or Abuſes re: 
ſorm'd, or Officers appointed; as in the Churches of Cormm1h.Cre” 
te, and Epheſus particularly. In theſe two laſt,it is very plain, ctha* 
Titus, and Timothy were appointed to Govern as Biſhops, by Se. 
Paul himfelt ; and the nature, and extent of their Power is caſi'y 
gathered, from the Inſtruftions given to 'em in thoſe Epiſtles, 
that bear their Names. 

He tells 77tus, that he had left him in Crete, that he ſhould 
Ordain Elders in every City, as He had appointed him; and then 
procceds to Direct him, in the choice of ſach Perſons, as 
he ſhould lay hands on, and ſet apart for that Holy Office, that 
he ſhould Convince the gainſayers, Silence the falſe Teachers, caſt 
our the Obſlinate, and RefraQtory,and Ree the Heretick, after 
the firſt and ſecond admonition, and to let him underſtand, that 
his juriſdition was nor precarious, neither founded in the conſent, 
or.choice of the People, nor co ordinate with the other Elders, 
He tells him, that he myſt Exhort, and Rebuke with all Authority. 

Theſe are the minures of his Inſtrutions, fot which this Epyt/e 
_ was Deſign'd, and they contain in 'em; the ſumm, and ſubitance 

of Epiſcopul Power. [5-0 

To Timothy he 'is more large, and particular ; and in many in- 
ſtances Declares the greatneſs of the Power commitred to him, as 
appears by the Inſtruftions he gives him for the Adminiſtration 
ot ic, and the-mannerof his Excerciſing his Authority over the /n- 
feriour Clergy :' as that he ſhould berender, and cautious, in Re- 
ceiving informations againſt *tm; that he ſhould Reprove'em,but 
not ſharply ; that he ſhould Admoniſh 'em mildly of their Duty ; 
that he ſhou'd take Heed to reward Men according to their Me- 
rits ; and Account thoſe that RuPd well to he worthy of double Flo 
xowr; that he ſhould cenſure Notorious Sinners openly ; that hc 

ſhould be cautious in his Ordination's of Mento the Holy Office, 
and therefore that he ſhould (a Hands ſuddenly on no Man, nort 
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Remove thee Church cenſures. but upon Mature deliberation, that 
he ſhould be Careful in the Eleftion of the Widows ; that the 
Publique Liturgies ſhould be carefully Compil'd, fo ehat Prayers 
and Supplications might be made, not only for a7 Men in gencral, 
but particularly, and eſpecially for thoſe that are in Authority, In. 
ſhorr, that he ſhould Govern his Church Prudently and Juſtly, and- 
do all things without prejudice, or partiallity. | 
Theſe Inſtruftions being allgiven Immediately to 7;motbyhimlelf, 
Without any the leaſt mention being made, of any Perſon to be 
Jjoyn'd in Commiſſion with him, together with the DireQion of 
the Epiſtleto him, as the firſt Ordain'd B:/bop of the Church of che 
Ephefrans, and the Univerſal conſent of Antiquity, is. abundantly 
ſufficient, to ſhew, that Eps/copal Government was ſetled in the- 
Church, even in the Apoſtles time ; that the Succeſſors of theſe 
Biſhops, are the proper Paſtor's of Chriſt's Flock ; that their Au- 
thority, is Chriſts Authority ; and that therefore it is, that he ob- 
liges himſelf to Ratify, and Confirm, whatſoever ſhall be. done by: 
them, in the due, and juſt Exerciſe of it. | 
It theſe plain and clear Intimations from Scripture, be not ſuffi. 
cient, to evince the Truth of this Matter, let-us conſider.the State- 
of the Church, in the Age next after the Apoſtles, and we ſhall 
' find, that whereſoever the Sound of thelS:pel came, and Pre- 
yail 'd ſo Far, asto have any thing like the Face of a Church, this 
Government obtain'd. Thar- there are not the leaſt Fooi-ſteps, of. 
any.other Formof Church Goyernment, either Recorded in Scrip- | 
rure, or expreſly ſet down,.in any. Antient Church Hiſtory, now 
extant in the World, isagree'd on all Hands: fo that. it muſt needs - 
follow, that if Epiſcopacy-were an Innovation, it. wag a very early 
one: - but. if we could be ſo unreaſonable, as to imagine that nor: 
withſtanding all, this, ſuch a thing might be,though taus unknown, 
Let us but conſider, how Jacredible ible, and almoſt next to Impoſiible-- 
it is, that in ſo-ſhort a time; as one century of Years, or - leſs, all 
the Churches in the. World, and: ſome- of *'em-Great, and Famous 
ones-too,. ſhould univerſally. Canſpire. to.changs the-Form of Go- 
vernment, that Chriſt, and His, Apoſtles had Appointed, that the 
Chriſtians of Zerwdalevy, Intiarh, Alrxondria, a Swiathend | 
s 
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Reme, Places fo far diant, and all Churches Plantcd by the 
Apoſtles themſelves, ſhould lay their Heads together, to aboliſh 
a Divine Iaſticution, only roſerup in the Room of it, Antictriſftian 
Prelacy, as fome are pleas'd to call it, nay and toeffe&t it roo, 
ih fo ſhort a time, without any noiſe, or oppoſition, that ever we 
could hear to have been made to fo bold,and facrilegious an At- 
tempt. This is a thing fo Ridiculouſly incredible, that to men- 
tion ir, is to conſure ir, for though Hereſics, and Errors, and dar 
gerous Ones too, crep't in, and Increas'd, ſoon afrer the Apoſtles 
time ; yet Power, and Authority are Nicer things, and not fo ea- 
fily parted with, as ſpeculative Truths ; and Men are penerally 
ſo ſond of the Right, and Exerciſe of Dominion, that all Innova- 
tions, and Ulurpations in Governiment, are Works of time, and 
great difficulty, and never faile to meet with rhe greateſt Oppo- 
tion, that can poſlibly be made apainſt 'em. As therefore the In- 
novation muſt needs be very early; fo likewiſe if ic were an 
Ulurpation upon the Rights of others, 'tis ſtrange, that we could 
never yet hear, who were the ficſt Inſtruments, and Contrivers 
of fuch an Audacious undertaking, nor with what fraud, or force 
they- Indeavour'd to introduce it ; but onthe contrary, the moſt 
Antient, and undoubred Accounts we have, of the Riſe,and Pro- 
preſs of the Chriſtian Faith, find theſe Men, whom we Call 
Biſhops in the quier, Unconteſted Poſſeflion of their ReſpeCtive 
Churches; and the moſt violent Hereticks, as well as the Ortho- 
dox Chriſtians, all tubmirring ro their Authority, as ſuch; and if 
at any time, for the pretended Perſonal DefeRts, or Incapacity of 
the Man, or for purer Ordinances, or upon any other Scditious 
account, the Diſturbers of the Churches Peace, ſeparated from 
their Biſhop, they Mill fet up an other Biſhop of their own Fatti- 
on, againſt him, they never Canton'd his Dioceſs, into ſeparate 
Independent Congregations, nor ſet up a cc-ordinate Authority in 
joynt Commiſſion with him, which is in the Room of a Thouſand 
Demonftrarions, that this is the very Government, that Chriſt, 
and His Apoſiles thoughe fic to appoint; and that thoſe whom 
He thuwght fit ro Inveſt with this Authoriry, and their Succeſſors, 
ate the Chutch, which Hc has Conamanded us to Hear, uncerthe 
B 2 Penalty 
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Penalty of being Disfranchis'd of all the Privileges, and Immuni- 
ties of his Duriful, and Loyal Subjefts ; which is the thing here 
meant by being Reputed a Heathen Man, and a Publican; that to 
Deſpiſe them, is to Deſpiſe Him, that He is Reſolved to Vouch, 
and Juilify rheir Authority, and that whatſoever they ſhall Bind; 
and Looſe on Earth, He will Bind; and Looſe in Heaven. 

And fo we come in thenext Place to Conſider, who thofe are 
chat negle& to Hear the Church ; and of theſe there are ſeveral 
Claſſes, or Degrees, whoare more, or leſs Faulry in themſelves, 
or Miſchievous to our common Chriſtianity, according to the In- 
tcreſts they Eſpouſe, or the Principles upon which they. Pretend 
co Found their Diſobedience. | 2441 | 

And firſt, thoſe may be very Properly ſaid not ro to Hear the 
Church, who go on in an Habitual Sinful courſe of ' Life, without 
any regard to the Exhortations, and Inſtruftions of their Spiri- 
tual Paſtors; who Profeſs to Mind the meer Form, and Outfide 
of Religion,. without any Hopes, or Deſires of profiting by the 
Holy Ordinances. of God, which by their: Miniſtry is Daily - dif- 
penc'd to *em. Theſe Men,. though they do not etideavour+ to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves, by ſetting upa FaQion, or Stated oppoſti- 


tion to the Polity.of the Church, and as they foolifhly Excuſe 


themſelyesare no bodies. enemies but their own, yet they ought 
to conſider, that their Church Memberſhip will be fo far from be- 
ivg a good Plea, at the Great and Terrible Day, that it will in 
creaſe their Guilt, for that they knew, and were Daily Inſtrutted 
in their Maſters will, and did it not, that they Profeſs'd Chrift 
in Words, and deny'd Him in their Actions, that they were Chrif 
tians in ſpeculation, but Infidels in Pratice. 

Another ſort of Men who neglect to hear the Church, ( at leaſt 
to hear it as they ſhould do,) are thoſe, who are contented indeed 
to ſubmit. to thoſe Civil Sanftions, which the Temporal Goverm 
ment has EnaCtcd, to enforce the Churches Canons, and Conſti- 
rutions; bur never regard her Authority, '- as derivd from God. 
Theſe are the Diſciples of Yorſtins, and Erast«s, who at length by 
a Chain of falſe Reaſoning, have wrought themſelves into Socinia- 
»/{m, and Dei/m, and what not 2. Theſe Men will tell you that the 

Church 
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Chnrch cenfures are nothing;any farther than they are Warranred 
by the Law of rhe Land ; that as to the'Influence they may have 
upon a Mans fpiritual Condition, they fignifie bur little ; that Ex- 
comunication is but a &rutum fulmes, an empty clap, that has no 
Bolt, but what follows ir out of Choncery, that it a Man can avoid 


thar, he is wel] enough, that every thing more than this, is Prieſt- 


craft and a Trick to delude the Ignorant multitude. I muſt con- 
{eſs indeed, if the Chriſtian Religion were a meer Humane Inven- 
tion, in which God had no way's intermedled, bur left ir wholy 
tohis Temporal Vicegerents to contrive, this perhaps might ap- 
pear a very Reaſonable Hypotheſis : bur if we rake it, as it is dc- 
liver'd to us by Chriſt, and His Apoſtles, we ſhall find the mar- 
ter. quite otherwiſe;for there is nothing more clear,and Maniſcſtin 
Scripture, than that our Bleſfed Saviour did confer an Authority, 
and Right of Juriſdiftion on His Apoſtles,ard they on their Reſpe- 
&tive Succeſlors, quite Diſtin&t from the Temporal Power; and 
thatthey Exercis'd this Power, againſt the will, and Expreſs com- 
mand of the Civil Magiſtrate; ſo far, as was Neccſſary for ihe 
Spiritual Weltare of their feveral Flocks, and though they never 
Reſus'd their Paſtve Obedience tothe Secular Power, where the 
Laws were againſt em; yer where their Aftive Obedience was 
Requir'd, they always Declar'd, That God was to be Obey d, rather 
than Man. This was their Practice ali along before the Emperors 
became Chriſtians, whenthe Profeſſion of their Religion, was Ex- 
preſly againſt rhe Laws, they Conſtirured Biſhops, Planred 
Churches, and EnaQted ſuch Canons, and Conſtitutions, as they 
thought Neceſſary for the Edification of their Reſpective Flocks, 
and'the Propagation'of their moſt Holy Religion; and: the Sut- 
cels of theit endeavours-Anſwer'd their Expectations, or rather 
indeed out-went ;cm.; for the- Miraculous ſpreading of the Chr+ 
jt:an Faith, without any Human Force, or Law,, or Artifice to 
ſupport ir, becameat laſt the unanſwerable Argument, that it w.:s 


. JromGod. Tistrue indeed, their Canons '( that is the Penalties 


-that were. made to intorce *em-)-: did not touch Mens Lives, and 
Eſtazes ; but their Souls and Conſciences, they had a Powerlul in- 
fluence upon,as appear'd by that univerſal Conformity, and Defe- 
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"rence, that was paid to 'em. But theſe perhaps are but weak 
Arguments, to the Men am now ſpeaking of, who if they can 
ſecure their Lives, and Eſtates, from being touch'd, are ſeldom as 
leiſure, to think of their Souls, and Conſciences; theſe are but 
immarterial things, not fo viſible, and palibabic as choſe, and there 
fore they. ſeem to Reſalve,to rake care only of thoſe rhings, which 
th:y have. in preſent Poſſeſſion, bur tor. "reverſion, let 'em 
take their hazard. Againſt fuch as theſe, I ſhall make uſe of no 
other Argument, but this, to adviſe 'em, to examin themſelves 
through'y, and perhaps they will then find, that their Luſts, and 
Paſſion's, are the beſt Arguments they have, and that a Reſoluti- 
on to Indulge *em is the grand Principle, upon which they have 
founded their Hypotheſis. 

A third ſort of Men, that negle& to hear the Church, are thoſe, 
who under the pretence ot a Scrupulous and Tender Conſcience, 
have ſet up a Right, to deſpiſe all Laws, Eccleſiaſtical, and Civil, 
that concern Religion, and becauſe God onely has the Empire 
oyer Conſcience, therefore with them, Schiſm, and Difobedicnce 

.in nothing elſe, bur an afſerting Gods Prerogative, againſt the 
Incroachmentsof Men ; and this DoQtrine ſome have Improy'd fo 

. far, as to proceed from private Diſatisfation, to ſer up A/tar a- 
gainſt A/rar, and to Rend the Church ot God, into Ficrce,and 
Angry FaQtions; amongli whom, the Power of Godlynels ſeems 
to confiſt in nothing elſe, but a z:alous, obſtinare Adherence, of 
every Man, to his party, without any Regard to that Holy 
Faith, which is noother way to be held, bur i» Znity of the Spi- 
rit, in the Bond of Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life. When the 
Apottle Sr. Jade had given a large, and juit Deſcription of thoſe 
Men, which ſhouly appear in the laft Days, to Diſturb, the 
Churches Peace, after he has rold us that they ſhould de/þiſe Do- 
minion, and /peak evil of Dignities, that they ſhould be Murmurers, 
Ceomplainers, Mockers. and the like, he conciud's their Charadter 
thus: Theſe are they that ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, brving not the 
Spiris. | thall not 1tand now to apply this Prophecy, and as for 
thuſe whotoo much reſemble theſe Men, in our Age, and Nati- 
on I ſhall not now cxamn the Merits of their cauſe, nor the un- 
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reaſonableneſs of the Principles, upon which they have founded 
their ſeparation. But when I conſider, what has been faid, and 
written, in Vindication of our Church Polity, our Epiſcopacy, Litwr- 
gy, Ceremonies, and Diſcipline, to which I deſpair of ever ſecing any 
thing like a tolerable Reply, When-I confider the Frivolonineſs, 
and Folly of thote ſcruples, and the falſneſs of thoſe ſuggeſtions, 
that are urg'd againſt 'em, and the inſufficiency of 'em ( though 
they were true } to juſtifie a ſeparation from our Church. When 
I conſider how nice a Diſtinftion has been made, between conſtant, 
and occaſional Communion, to make the one ſinful, and the other 
very lawful, for no other end, but for the eaſe of ſuch tender 
Conſciences, as could not hold a beneficial Employment, without 
Receiving the Sacramentkngeling : And when I conſider,to whar 
aheight theſe ſcruples are grown ſince the beginning of the Refor- 
mation, how different, the Principles, and Praftices of a great 
many of the Modern ſeparatiſts are, from the Humility and Mo. 
deſty of the Antient Puritavs, who being diſſatisf'd ar the 
turgy, and Ceremonies, forbore the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, 
fe they could not Conform to 'em, but never ſet up an: 
oppoſite Church, in ſpite and defyanco of Authority. 

When I conſider theſe things, I fay, I muſt confeſs, Iam tempr- 
ed to believe, that there is ſomthing more than Religion, and 
Conſcience at the botrom oftheſe matters, that Lawn Sleeves, 
and Caps, and. Surplices, aro too mean | aquarry for theſe Men : 
ro-fly at, and that Crown's, and Scepters, I mean Monarchy in 
General, is the true and real Grievance. 

But what theſe things onely, incline me to believe, I am 
throughly convinc'd of, when [ conſider that the Leading Men 
ofthe Republican Faftion, though they have been of our Commu. 
nion themſelyes, have been always the Patrons, and Abbettors ot 
this Party, and never faif d to. heighten-and Animate their Dif. 
contents, againſt che Church, when ever any tair occaſion. ap- 
pear'd, of:diſlurbing the Goveramenr; of which theſe Nations had - 
onee: the woſul Experience, when it plex'sd God, - for a Puniſh- 
ment.of their Sins, to {et theſe Men fucreet in their Artempts. 

But: aboye- a/l, the nature, and ' genius of that Zoly Diſc 
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line. (as they are pleaſed to call ir)! which they would fain ſer up, 
in the. room of our good antient, Apofolick Conſtitution, is an 
inviaable argument, thar the Spirit of Democracy runs through 
the whole contrivance, This holy Diſcipline was born, and bred 
in popular tumuit, and I believe, ir-will be hard ro ſhew, that 
ever it got footing any where, by any other means. In Geneve, 
where ic had its firſt riſe, it was maniſeſtly ſo; and of this we 
can have no betcer teſtimony, than Mr. Catvin himſelf, who ' to 
give him his cue) was a man of ſingular parts, great wiſedom, 
and incomparable learning, and therefore *cis true, he would have 
given his Dyſcipline a more honourable begining, it he could, by 
gettiny it voted, and confirm'd by the Senate, and Magiſtracy of. 
his Ciry : bart being not able to prevail with them, he was forc'd 
to call in the Rabble to his aid; and to ſhew you that I do him 
no wrong, take his own words, in ane of his Epiſtles to Bullm- 
ger, where giving him an account of what he had done, toward 
the Reſormation of his Church, he tells him, (that being not able 
to draw over the Magiſtrates and better fort of Citizens to his 
patty) he had contriv'd the matter fo, as to bring in the whole 
Commonalrty to vote, and then fays he, /» fa promiſcud colluvie, 
. mos ſufſragits ſuimus ſuperiores, Which I think we may very mo- 
deſily tranſlate thus: When the meaneſ? of the people (Imight ſay 
the rf and ſcum of 'em without any Violence to the word 
Co'uvics) came in to vote, then we had the moſt Voices. And thus 
I have diſpatch'd the ſecond thing to be confider'd ; Who thoſe 
are that negleG to hear the Church, together with the'Principleg 
upon Which they do tound, or pretend to found their diſobe- 
dience. ' T3 | 

I come now in the laſt place to conſider, the fatal Miſchieſs, 
that have been, and ſtill are the undoubred conſequences of not 
hearing the Church : And thoſe are the growth 'vf theſe three 
things,” Schiſm, Herefie, and Atheiſm, which are now arrn'd to 
ſuch a height amongſi us, that they begin ro look formidable; 
and the Parrons and Abetrors of *cm, to -fancy themicives too 
ſlrong for rhe Laws, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical ; and how ma- 
nitcſ!]y they -tcnd to' the fubverſion'of both, we _— 
rcalon, 
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reaſon, but experience roo to aſſure us. To theſe we owe that 
univerſal corruption of manners, that has fo ſtrangely over-run 
us, that now the hotror and ſhame, that of old atrended''em, 
begin to be laid aſide, and a company of wild and ſenſeleſs noti- 
ons concerning God, and Religion, are become the Characters of 
Wir, and Gallantry, and of a generous ſubril undertanding. 

The firſt of cheſe, ro wit Schiſm, is ſurely a Sin, cither not fo 
well underſtood, or not fo throughly conſider'd, as it ſhould be 
by Men of tender, and ſcrupulous conſcienccs in other matters; 
for let Men varniſh it over never ſo ſpeciouſly,it is theſame thing 
_ in the Church, that Rebellion is inthe ſtate ; and <qually diiplea- 
ſing ro the ſupreme Authority, which in the Church Polity, .is no 
other than Chriſt Himſelf, who, has expreſly told His Subſtitutes, 
that he that deſpiſes them, deſpiſes Flim, that as Fiis Father had 
ſent Him, ſo Fe bad jent them ; and therefore we are to expect, 
that He will ſtand by 'em, in the juſt and due exerciſe of that 
Power, which He has pur into their hands. From whence it 
follows, thatts preſervethe Peace, and Unity of the Church, is a 
Duty of a moſt high, and important obligation, and perhaps in the 
whole ſyſtem of the Chriſtian Law, it will be hard to find a Duty, 
that is preſs'd upon the conſciences of Men, with plamer Pre- 
cepts, and ſtronger Arguments than this is. The places of ſcripture 
arc ſo many, that it would be endleſs rorepeat 'em, and the rea- 
ſons are drawn, from the.nature, and deſign of the Goſpel, and 
from thetrue notion of that Btotherly Love, and Charity, which 
is the Lifc, and Soul of Chriſtianity, .and the inſeparable badge, 
and charaQter of Chriſts Diſciples. Bur if theſe arguments will 
not prevail, yet methinks, all Men that have a true zeal for 
the Proteſtant Religion, and Intereſt, would do well ro Conſider, 
how our common Encmies, the Papifts, are pleas'd, and delighted, 
to ſee. thele Schiſms, and uncharitable diviſions amongſt us, tha: 
the beſt and furcſt Game they have to play, is to foment, and coni- 
tinue 'em, to compals which, they never could find a better ex- 

Gient, than war they ſo inc'uſ! riouſly-praftis'd, for fome years, 

fore .the late happy Revoiution, w hich was to cmploy the 
whole ſizength of their knrercſi moe toflacken the-ſinews 


Of? 


— >. DS ceo 


(18) 
ot our Diſcipline, and to, bring our Z7erarchy, ard whole Conſti- 
tution into contempt, the Heads of this Reſileſs party, were wiſe 
enough to ſee, tharthis was the only way, to eſtabliſh Popery 
once again amongſt us. *Tis very well known, how upon the firſt 
aboliſhing of Zpiſcopacy in England they Triumph'd at Rowe, as 
[ if their grear Enemie were fallen; and Cardinal Barberini has 
j been heard coſay Publickly, that he could be very well content, 
there were no Prieſts in England, provided there were no Biſhops 
there ;- and the great contrivance of univerſal 7oleration, (every 
body knows) was a Popiſhproje& ; the comprehenſion was made- 
{u large, that like the Trojan Horſe, it might be roo big tocome 
in at our Gates, and-ſo we. muſt pull downour Walls, to-letit in, 
for no other end, but that the common. Enemy, who: were to 
Burn, and Deſtroy all before *em, might come” in unſeen, inthe 
Belly of it. Methinks every Trueand Hearty Proteſtant, ought- 
to conſider theſe things, and to take care, thar no by-ends, or ill- 
grounded ſcruples, ſhould Bias his underſtanding, or- betray him 
into ſo hainous, and provoking a Sin asa-cauſeleſs ſeparation from 
the communion of the Church, muſt needs be ;. if for no-other 
reaſon, . yet for this, that itis the only effeual imeans in the 
World, to promote the Deſigns, and Intereſts of the common Ene- 
my: of our Reformation. | 
The next ill conſequence of not hearing the Church, is the- 
Growth of  Hereſie. This Sz. Paal, Gal. the 5th:and the 2oth- 
reckons. _—_—— Works of the Fleſh. In old time when Men 
looked upon themſelves, as oblig'd in- conſciegce, to - hear” the 
Church, this was a frighttul thing : our bleſſed Saviours Parable 
of the Tares, the miſchief that they did to the good Seed, and his 
declaring; that it was the Enemy: that- ſowed them, left 'more 
than —_ impreſſions, in thoſe _ Days, upon the minds 
of .Men.. They had ſuch a value, for -that Faith which was once - 
deliver'd to the Saints, and which ſo many Apeſt/es, and Martyrs, 
had Seal'd with their Blood, as to think it- very-well worth their 
while, to preſerve ir, from -being corrupted,. bythe falſe gloſles 
and fanciful interpretations;ol a few. wanton Critiques, which are | 
naw as much eſteem'd, and as greedily imbrac'd, as the Deter- 
minations > 
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minations of a whole Gexera/ Council. We do not pretend to aſcribe 
Infallibility, to any Man, or number of Men whatſoever ; but 
methinks the antiquity, and univerſal reception of thoſe Do: 
Arines which we call the Findamentalls of Chriſtianity, ought to 
carry ſome weight wich'em, amongſt thinkinp Men, at leaſt might 
ſecure 'em from thac Rude and Inſolent treatment, which they 
have had, from every little Scribler, that thinks it worth his while 
ro write againſt 'em. Bur if theſe things be Conniv'd atin the Laity, 
I mean ſuch of *em, as have no preat vencration for the Churckes 
Power, and love to have their ſhare in every Indulgence ; yet 
methinks, it is a deplorable thing, that amongſt Men of a Sacred 
FunCtion, there ſhould be the leaſt ſuſpition, of this miſchief pre- 
vailing. I hope the ſevereſt cenfures of the Church, will not be 
wanting, againſt ſuch amongſt us as ſhall give the leaſt counte- 
nance ts theſe vile doings, though we have been ſounhappy, as 
to ſee in our neighbour Nation, in the Univerſities themſelves, 
Tliacos intra muros, Men of Fame and Eminence, and high Station 
among the Learned, who have endeavour'd to draw off the 
Dreggs, and Lees of Arianiſm, to Intoxicate the Weak and unſtable, 
anddodeſpite to the Perſon, and God-head of our bleſſed Saviour 
Himſelt, and to the merit and fatisfaftion of his moſt precious 
Blood. And the preat variety of Books that every Day appear 
upon this unlucky SubjeQ, and ſeem to be the work of no ordi- 

Pen's, give us reaſon to fear, that there are many others, 
who would be very well ſatisfied, #0 have the Rarovian Catechiſm 
ſer up, in the room of that, to which they have given their un- 
{eipned affent and conſent. 

But the laſt and worſt miſchief of all, ( and that indecd which 
includes all thc reſt ) is the Growth of Atheiſm, and Irreligion, 
and am open Prophanation, of every thing that is Sacreg, ow. SC- 
rious among(t Men. 

And this we undoubtedly owe, tothat neglect, and diſregard 
of the Church cenſures, which io fatally prevail'd in the latc 
Times, and ſcarce leit any thing, that look'd like Religion a- 
mongſt us,theHypocrify that was then in Faſhion, being tco groſs 
todeſerve the name even ot — Picty, So that at — 
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who lay-under-no fuch obligations-to difſemble, began to look up- 
on all Religion, as a cheat, and ſo ſome by the ſway of their Luſts, 
and Paſſions, feme through want of Ability, or Leiſure to Examin 
things aRight ( the Authority of the Church for Repreſling, and 
Puniſhing their Lew'd and-Infolent treatment of Holy things be- 
ing. not at all countenanc'd ) fell into down right profeſs'd 
Atheiſm, untill by degrees, there aroſe up a Scer of 'em, who 
open'y, and barctac'd ſet up for gaining Proſelytes to their party, 
in order to. propagate Blaſphemy, and 1rreligzon in the World, If 
there were any thing like a Temptation to this horrid Sin, any 
thing chat look'd like pleaſure, or profir to ariſe, from flying in 
the Face of the Aimighty, and turning his moſt Holy Laws into 
ridicule; the weakneſs, or perverſneſs of humane nacure, might 
in ſome mcaſure anſwer, for ſuch an extravagant tolly : but there 
being nothing like this, that can be ſa much as pretended, is an 
argument of-the utmoſt effort of the Devils Malice, and Cunning 
that he can draw Men in to ſerve him wichout wages, and per- 
ſuade rational creatures, to ruine themſelves Etcrnally, only to 
gratify the moſt odd, unaccountable vanity in the World. 

To imagine that an humour like this ſhould be the means of 
. ſome witty. Patron or- Defender of it, ſpread it felt among the 
Pcople, in a rude. and barbarous Nation, where all Piety, and 
Senſe of Religion, are as great ſlrangers to the minds of Men as 
Learning, and Good Manners, perhaps were not ſo ſirange ; bur 
thatin a Nati6n profeſſing. the beſt of Religions, amongſt a Peo- 
pl;, whoſe genius inclines'em to Civility, and good Morals, nay 
and amongſt that part of the People, whoſe Birth, and Education 
entitle *cm, to give the Laws of civil demeanor, to the reſt of 
the People, there ſhould b2 any found, that ſhould deſpiſe the 
L.aws, and Worſhip of the Moſt High God, make ſport with 
their own Prophaneſs,and make fo light a thing of being damn'q, 
is certainly a thingnot ro be Paralle''d. 

And theſe.are the miſchicts, that owe their Birth, and Growth, 
ro Mens not hearing the Church,that is, to that contempt, and dif- 
regard of her Diſcipline, and Cenſures, which of late Years has 
lo jatally prevail'd amongſt us : Methinks it concerns every _ 

that 
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that has any True Zeal for the Intereſt of his - Religion, and 
Country, or any juſt Apprehenſions of the Divine Vengeance, 
rolay theſe things feriouſly ro. Heart, and cach Man in-his fta- 
tion, to endeavour to redreſs theſe growing miſchieſs, which ( 1 
am perfuaded ) by che Ailiſtance and Bleſling of God, upon our 
rational endeavours, might eafily be done, if Men of Reaſon, and 
orderly thinking, would but throughly conſider the nature, and 
deſign of the Chr/tian Religion, and the method, that God in His 
Infinite Wifdom, was pleaſed ro make uſe of, in order to propa 

pate, and preſerve it in the World, 
Thar is, that they would conſider the Goſpel, not only as a 
Laip, but as a Covenant; that the Condition requir'd of us, as our 
part of this Covenant, is Faith, and Obedience to the urmoſt of 
our Power, together with a ſincere, and hearty Repenrance, upon 
every failure in our Duty. That which 1s to be convey'd on God's 
Part, isa happy Immortality after this Life, rogether with Par- 
don and Peace here, to which we can claim no Righr, cr Title up- 
on the account ot His bare uncovenanted Mercy, and Goodnels, 
or any inward Holineſs of our own, unlefs we perform our part 
of the Pat; of which we can have no aſſurance, that we have 
done it, acceptably ro God, unlcſs it bz don in the Way, that He 
has Preſcrib'd, and that muſt be, by aſſociating our ſelves to thar 
Body Politick, which He has been pleas'd to Inſliture; and by 
partaking of thoſe External Federal Rites, Which are the Seals, 
and Badges of this Covenant. For which purpoſe, He has ap- 
poinred a fert-of Men, to fucceed one another from Age to Age, 
whoſe buſineſs it 1s, to tranſaft His part of this Covenant, to dif- 
pence His Holy Ordinances, to Adminiſter the outward marks, 
and aſſurances of His Pardon, and Grace, and to Govern this Bo- 
dy Politick, according to thoſe Laws, and Precepts, which He has 
appointed, for the Propagation ot that Righteouſneſs, and Holy: 
neſs of Life, which becomes His peculiar People. Their Authority 
therefore, muſt needs be from Him, and He has Declar'd ir, fo to 
be, that He will Vouch, and Stand by it, and thai whatſoever 
they ſhall bind and looſe on earth, He will bind axd looſe in beaves. 
If Men would but accuſtome themſclyes, to think thus of the 
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Chriſtian Religion, and fix this notion in their Minds, which is ſo 
plain, and evident, from Reaſon, and from Scripture, and che | 
whole Tenour and Defigh of the Evangelical Covenant : I am 

ed, it would foon alter the Face of things; there would thar 
deference, and reſpeCt be paid, ro the Governours of the Church, 
as would make Picty, and Religion, make ſome Figure in the 
World; it would weaken thoſe FaCtions, that have no way of ar- 
raining their ill ends, but by throwing dirt in the Face of our 
Eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution, and crumbling us into ſets, and parties, 
for ever : It would baniſh from amongſt us, thoſe pernicious Here: 
fies, which by the unanimous conſent of- antiquity, were ex 
cd, as deſtruQive-to our moſt ZZely Faith, and the true deſign of 
Chriſtianity; andit would put to ſhame and confuſion, thoſe ralh, 
and'idle Men, who are fo infolently vain, as to make ſport of 
Holy things, and endeavour to laugh others, as they have done 
chemſelves, out of all ſenſe of Religion, it would make the 
Daughter all Glorious within, and likewiſe make herourtward af < 1 


Uay the Bleſſings of the God of Peace, 
the World to come, be upon 'em 
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